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"You can't find anything this gor-
geous south of San Antonio."  
That's how Chester Gonzalez,
chairman of the Southmost Union
Junior College District board of
trustees, described the new Student
Union, which was formally dedicat-
ed last Wednesday before a crowd of
an estimated 300 students, faculty,
staff and members of the communi-
ty. 
During the dedication ceremony
in the building's ballroom, heartfelt
speeches were given by those who
were instrumental in the planning of
the new Student Union.  Many were
acknowledged for their relentless
efforts in making the university's
newest facility possible.  
Among those recognized was
Olivia Rivas, the former vice presi-
dent for Student Affairs who spear-
headed the project in 1995.  Rivas
and members of the "Dream Team"
were presented with a plaque honor-
ing their effort and "understanding
of what could be."
"To the Dream Team, your tenaci-
ty and foresight are to be commend-
ed," UTB/TSC President Juliet V.
García told the student group who
pushed for the new Student Union.
"When you expect nothing but the
best, you very often get it."
The building, which was the focal
point of this year's Welcome Week,
began as the dream of a group of
alumni, Rivas and the "Dream
Team."  The group began surveying
students and visiting campuses




Miriam Morales, a junior criminal justice major, answers questions from David Alvarado, a sophomore market-
ing major; Elda Mendoza, a freshman nursing major; and Mayra Rodriguez, a freshman education major.
Morales was one of many volunteers stationed at information centers during Welcome Week.
See ‘Welcome,’ Page 6
Profs, students testify at textbook hearings
A number of UTB/TSC students
and professors may play an integral
part in changing the way some sub-
jects are taught. 
On Aug. 23, Social Sciences pro-
fessors Manuel Medrano and
Norman Binder and eight students
attended a textbook adoption hear-
ing in Austin before the Texas State
Board of Education. 
The students presented their find-
ings supporting their claim that text-
books fail to do justice to minorities
and their role in history.
The board is reviewing textbooks
on Texas and U.S. history, govern-
ment and sociology for grades
Kindergarten-12. 
Emily R. Vasquez, who graduated
from Saint Leo College in Florida
with a degree in human resources
management and is pursuing a
degree in history from UTB/TSC,
testified at the hearing about certain
omissions and inaccuracies. 
"Although the texts gave
resources, they lacked information
for Hispanics, Mexican-Americans,
and specifically women who have
made a difference in Texas history,"
Vasquez said. "Gov. Ann Richards
only gets a brief mention, as well as
Miriam "Ma" Ferguson, the first
female governor of Texas. Here in
[the Brownsville School District],
97 percent of the students are
Hispanics and they still don't
receive information on Hispanic
leaders who have made a significant
difference. [Renowned author, poet,
musician and activist] Americo
Paredes only got one line and it did-
n't give any significance of who he
By Ildefonso Ortiz
Tiempo Nuevo Editor
UTB/TSC's enrollment is just
under 10,000 students this semes-
ter, university officials said.
Registrar Albert Barreda said
that as of Aug. 27, 9,906 students
were enrolled for the Fall 2002
semester. 
The total represents a 5.5 per-
cent increase over Fall 2001,
Barreda said. There were 9,373
students enrolled for Fall 2001 and
9,361 for Spring 2002.
Of those enrolled this semester,
"8,735 students registered early,"
Barreda said. "[The figures for
online registration] are not signifi-
cant; only 14 percent of the [stu-
dents] registered online."
A few students were allowed to
register until the end of last week.
"Only students that for whatever
reason were unable to register
[during Arena Registration] …
and there are some students who
fell into that situation," Barreda
said.
More than 1,800 students regis-
tered during Arena Registration,
which was extended to two days,
Aug. 22-23.  
Final enrollment figures will be
available after Sept. 11, the 12th
day of classes.
9,906 students enrolled in Fall 2002 classes
By Josie Chávez
Collegian Online Editor
See ‘Hearings,’ Page 2
INSIDE
Ignoring his girlfriend's
pleas to drive him to the
hospital, John Kach went
to bed March 11, 2000,
with what he thought
was a severe case of the
flu.  Even with his fever of
105 and incessant vomit-
ing, Kach had no idea
that his body was in for




Are you ready for
some football? I know I
am. I want to see the hit-
ting, the pops, the long
passes, the long runs
after a spectacular move





ter Yao Ming grabs a
rebound off the miss. He
quickly passes it to Glen
Rice, who drives deep
into the opponent's
defense. With time run-
ning out in the half he
passes it to Steve
Francis, who drains the
three as the buzzer
sounds. As the players
rush to the locker rooms,
the Rocket Power
Dancers strut onto the
court to entertain the
crowd. 
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Briefs
Ballet Folklórico de Veracruz will perform at 7 p.m. Wednesday at Incarnate
Word Academy, 244 Resaca Blvd. The group's performance will feature folk
dances and live music from Guerrero, Chihuahua, Michoacan, Jalisco, Nayarit,
Mexico D.F. and Veracruz. Tickets are $5 and are available at the UTB/TSC
Kinesiology Department and at Incarnate Word Academy. For more information,
contact Zelma Mata at 544-8290.
Computer labs in the Arnulfo Oliveira Memorial Library and SET-B have a new
copy card system for the fall semester. Those who have old copy cards, which are
required to obtain printouts and photocopies, must exchange them for new ones at
the library's Reference Desk by Sept. 26. New copy cards can be bought at the
Reference and Information Center and SET-B labs. Copy cards cost $1, and value
can be added to cards up to $30. Printouts are 5 cents per page and photocopies are
10 cents per page. For more information, visit the library's Reference Desk.
UTB/TSC President Juliet V. García will discuss the proposed $97 million
Texas Southmost College bond issue on the radio program "Society Under Fire,"
which airs on KMBH-FM (88.9). The interview will be broadcast at 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, 2:30 p.m. Sunday and 7:30 p.m. Sept. 12. David Pearson, associate pro-
fessor of sociology in the Behavioral Sciences Department, hosts the program.
was." 
Medrano told the board there were errors
in chronology and population figures for
minorities. He also said some textbooks
fail to expand on some areas.
"One book said that the Aztecs and the
Mayans were great, but it failed to mention
what made them great," he said. 
Medrano said there is little or no men-
tion of Hispanics or women in some text-
books referring to the Civil Rights move-
ment. 
It was the second time that a committee
from Brownsville participated in the hear-
ings. Medrano and 33 students and their
families attended the first hearing on July
17.
Medrano received an invitation from
Mary Helen Berlanga, secretary of the
Texas State Board of Education, to attend
the hearings.
The professor said the hearings stemmed
from a panel discussion held at UTB/TSC
earlier this year, at Berlanga's request, on
the lack of inclusion of minorities in tradi-
tional college textbooks. 
"Mary Helen Berlanga asked if any of us
were interested in attending the sessions in
Austin," Medrano said. "The response was
immediate and the people worked very
hard for the meeting." 
Medrano said he put out a call asking for
students interested in assisting. 
"They decided that this issue was signif-
icant enough for their work, their endeav-
or, their participation and their knowl-
edge," he said. 
Medrano said he learned a great deal
from his students and is extremely proud
of their testimony. 
"I learned that if you set the bar high
enough, [students] will not only meet the
bar but exceed it," Medrano said. "Their
testimony, their preparation, their dedica-
tion and their delivery at those meetings,
and the fact that they were interviewed by
the Houston Chronicle, the Associated
Press and the British Broadcasting Corp.
radio program is evidence that not only I
believe that but indeed the country and part
of the entire world supported my belief in
them. I might add that our students did as
well or better than any of the professors
that presented there, including me and the
professor at UT-Austin."
Lupita Ramirez, a senior government
major, said the proceedings changed her
life. 
"It was a life-changing experience, I
never had felt confident before, after going
and testifying, that made me be very confi-
dent at what I do," Ramirez said, 
Vasquez said she was interested in learn-
ing about the textbook adoption process. 
"I've always been interested [in the] pro-
ceedings … how they chose the textbook,"
she said.
Claudia Gomez, a sophomore bilingual
education student, said the hearing
strengthened her resolve to participate. 
"It was real dramatic at first ... experi-
encing the first hearing," said Gomez, who
was in the audience at the first hearing. "I
definitely had to speak the second time, I
had to make my point across and not just
leave it in the air." 
Medrano will return to Austin with sev-
eral professors to speak at the next hear-
ings on Sept. 11 and Nov. 11, before the
board meets for its final adoption process.  
"The adventure is only halfway
through," Medrano said. "A group of pro-
fessors from Brownsville and from the
University of Texas at Austin are going to
go again, this time it's going to be before
so-called experts that review the books.
This time I was asked to bring historians or
sociological literary consultants ... people
like Rolando Hinojosa Smith, the leading
Tejano artist in the country and the most
prolific Hispanic author in U.S. history;
Jose Angel Gutierrez, the activist in the
1960s who changed how we look at partic-
ipation in schools, our political participa-
tion, and how we look at ourselves; Jose
Limón, the director for Mexican-American
Studies at UT-Austin; Emilio Zamora, the
leading Mexican-American labor historian
in the country, Dr. Norman Binder and
[Assistant Professor of Criminal Justice]
Deon Brock." 
Hearings
Continued from Page 1
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Ignoring his girlfriend's pleas to drive
him to the hospital, John Kach went to bed
March 11, 2000, with what he thought was
a severe case of the flu.  Even with his fever
of 105 and incessant vomiting, Kach had no
idea that his body was in for the fight of its
life.
The next morning, a barely conscious
Kach left Salve Regina University in
Newport, R.I., to undergo a series of blood
tests at Newport Hospital. It was not until a
doctor noticed a rash on Kach's back and
chest that he realized how sick his patient
really was.
"I was in such a daze, kind of delirious, in
and out of consciousness.  In the hospital,
when I checked in, I'm passing out while
people are asking me questions," Kach said.  
After being transferred to Rhode Island
Hospital, Kach was diagnosed with
meningococcal meningitis, a bacterial dis-
ease.  Within hours, his kidneys and lungs
stopped functioning and doctors put him in
a drug-induced coma. 
Kach, a basketball player, woke up six
weeks later to discover that his right leg had
been amputated below the knee along with
all his fingers and the toes on his left foot.
With their close living quarters, poor eat-
ing habits and stressful lifestyle, college
students are particularly vulnerable to
meningitis, which affects 3,000 Americans
a year, according to the Meningitis
Foundation of America. About 100 to 125
of those cases are college students.
Freshmen, especially if they live in the
dorms, are about six times at greater risk
than other college students, according to the
foundation.  
Dr. James Turner, a professor of medicine
and the executive director of the depart-
ment of student health at the University of
Virginia, said meningitis is found in two
types: viral and bacterial.  Bacterial menin-
gitis, the type Kach had, is the rarer, dead-
lier form of the disease, killing about 10
percent of the people it affects. Viral
meningitis can be treated in a matter of
days.
The bacterial form of meningitis is con-
tracted through respiratory secretions and
can spread through kissing, coughing, or
sharing a drinking glass. It is especially
dangerous because it spreads so rapidly. 
The deadliest part about this disease is
that by the time it is diagnosed, it is often
too late.
Kach's initial flu-like symptoms are typi-
cal of menigococcal disease and include
fever, vomiting, a stiff neck, headache, con-
fusion, exhaustion and a rash.  
"Even if you go to a physician or doctor,
in the early stages it can be virtually impos-
sible to determine whether it's the flu or
meningococcal disease," Turner said.
The meningitis bacteria causes swelling
and inflammation in the brain and lining of
the spinal cord, often leaving survivors deaf
or brain-damaged.  
Another form of menigoccocal disease
called cepticemia releases toxins in the
bloodstream, and results in gangrene in the
patient's extremities, Turner said. Gangrene
caused Kach to lose his leg, fingers and
toes.  
Kach, now 21, is far from discouraged.
He is back in school and training for the
Paralympics. After a year and a half of
rehabilitation, he is now spreading the word
that what happened to him is easily avoid-
able with just a simple vaccination.  
When Kach was an incoming freshman,
he planned to get the meningitis shot, which
Salve Regina University recommended, but
did not require. He asked his doctor for the
shot during a routine checkup before com-
ing to college, but the doctor did not have
the vaccine in stock. Kach planned to get
the shot from the university's health center,
but with between classes and basketball
practice, he never got around to it.  
No states require the meningitis vaccina-
tion, but like Salve Regina University,






Hair Styling, Cutting, Coloring  --Body Massages,  Body Wraps, 
Waxing  --Manicures, Pedicures  --Tanning Beds and 
a Sauna.
College lifestyle makes students vulnerable to meningitis
By Tamara El-Khoury
Knight Ridder/Tribune News Service
See ‘Meningitis,’ Page 5
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ARE YOU READY TO EXPERIENCE COLLEGE LIFE TO THE FULLEST?  
MISSION:
The mission of the club is to help
the community through involve-
ment in civic duties.  The club is
committed to promote the
University of Texas at Brownsville
and Texas Southmost College and to
improve the academics of the
Criminal Justice Department with
support of members and faculty.
Are you tired of the daily routine of simply going to school, going to work then head-
ing straight home?  Well, the Criminal Justice Association is here to offer you the
full college experience and more.  We are an association that is thoroughly involved
with the university as well as our community.  We welcome criminal justice majors,
minors, and non-affiliated majors as well.  Come and join the excitement and fun!  
Don't just be a part of the university, be the university!  
We are ready for you.  
All students who are good to go contact CJA Recruiter Steven Aguilar at 956-793-4511 or Dina Huerta at 956-
341-3123 or by e-mail UTBCJA@hotmail.com
Veterans Upward Bound Program
An Advocate for Veterans’ Education
The Veterans Upward Bound Program was established at UTB/TSC in 1999 to assist former service men and women in realizing their educational dreams. Since 
then, Veterans Upward Bound has also established a satellite at Texas State Technical College in Harlingen.  Our services are offered during the Fall and Spring 
semesters and for the summer, tutoring and TASP preparation assistance are available at the UTB/TSC campus.
VUB’s  ultimate purpose is to enroll veterans in postsecondary education and offer academic support.
The VUB Program has but one goal:  to help veterans achieve their objective in obtaining a two- or four-year college degree.
The VUB office is in the Camille Lightner Student Center, which is adjacent to the north side of the library.
Although not all inclusive, here are a few of the educational benefits a veteran receives as a participant in the VUB Program.
The Veterans Upward Bound Staff are advocates for veterans and will do whatever is possible to resolve any problems within the institution.
Come join a family of veterans and help VUB help veterans succeed in their educational endeavors.
All veterans have a home at UTB/TSC, and VUB looks forward to the support of veterans.
For more information, call the following VUB staff:
David F. Rivera, Coordinator 983-7609
Priscilla Martinez, Student Development Specialist  983-7608
Laura Hernandez, Administrative Assistant  983-7127
--Evening classes in Basic Math, Pre-College Algebra, Pre-Calculus, Reading, Writing,
Computers, and computer-based instruction in foreign language and science.
--Tutoring
--Temporary use of computer laptops during the semester for veterans enrolled in college.
--Use of office equipment (computers, calculators, copier, fax and phone) for education-
related needs.
--Assistance in purchasing books for those using Hazlewood benefits and who are low-
income.
--A sitting area for veterans to relax and/or study.
--A one-stop shop for veteran participants who have questions regarding their education
and/or any problems that may exist.
The Program is funded by an $800,000 grant from the U.S. Department of Education.
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1324 E. Washington St., Brownsville
541-4979
Monday, Friday, Saturday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Tuesday, Thursday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sunday, 8 a.m.-2 p.m.
Requirements: Picture ID & Social Security Number
Exp. 10/28/02
Club Spotlight
Club name: Toastmasters Club
Purpose: Toastmasters International
empowers people to achieve their full
potential and realize their dreams.
Through its member clubs, people
throughout the world can improve their
communication and leadership skills,
and find the courage to change.
President: Ana B. Perez
Vice President of Education:
Araceli Sandoval 
Vice President of Membership:
Vicenta Fernandez
Vice President of Public Relations:
Frank Layton
Secretary: Izelda Zarate
Treasure: Vicky Mercado 
Sergeant At Arms: Sergio Martinez
Adviser: Paula Garcia
Meets: On the first and third Friday
of the month.  
Events: Helping at KMBH-TV
Channel 60 and KMBH-FM (88.9)
fund-raisers and assisting the university
with mail-out projects.
For more information, contact: Ana
B. Perez at pgarcia@utb.edu
--Compiled by Leslie Robinson
ALEJANDRO RIVERA/COLLEGIAN
Members of the Toastmasters Club are (front row, from left) Paula Garcia, advis-
er; Araceli Sandoval, vice president of education; and Vicenta Fernandez, vice
president of membership. Back row: Frank Layton, vice president of public rela-
tions; Ana B. Perez, president; and Sergio Martinez, sergeant at arms.
Fall Specials (good after September 2, 2002)
September-Health Care Employees & Students
October-Law Enforcement Employees & Students
November-Government Employees
December-Teachers Month






The Collegian is the student newspaper serving the University of Texas and Texas
Southmost College. The newspaper is widely distributed on a campus of more than 9,000
students, and is a member of the Texas Intercollegiate Press Association.
The Collegian
many schools recommend it.
Students living in campus housing in
Maryland, Virginia, Florida, Pennsylvania
and Connecticut must sign a waiver if they
choose not to be vaccinated.  Those living
in Connecticut dorms may only refuse vac-
cination for medical or religious reasons. 
Fourteen states have passed legislation
requiring universities to make parents
aware of the disease and the meningitis
vaccination. 
One of the main reasons states do not
require the shot is economics.
A NOVA documentary that will air on
PBS this month notes that it would cost
states $130 million a year to vaccinate all
college freshmen, which would prevent 40
to 70 cases of the disease. For that cost,
about two to four lives a year would be
saved.
"It's not a cost benefit to society to
require all college students to be vaccinat-
ed … That's the hard, cold reality, the med-
ical economic reality," Turner said.
For more information on meningitis,
PBS will air "Killer Disease on Campus," a
NOVA special report, at 7 p.m. Tuesday.
Meningitis
Continued from Page 3
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‘Mi casa es su casa’
DAMARIS GLORIA/COLLEGIAN
Criminal justice majors Jaime and Robert Garcia stand in line for
aguas frescas served in the Endowment Courtyard during
Tuesday's Pan con el Profe.
Welcome
Continued from Page 1
DAMARIS GLORIA/COLLEGIAN
Sophomore business major George Trevino and senior business major Diana
Adams cool off with raspas from Mr. G's Sno Wiz, one of many treats for students
during Welcome Week.
DAMARIS GLORIA/COLLEGIAN
Student Araceli Villarreal (right) leads an impromptu conga line at the Recycled
Percussion performance. Also shown (from left) are Meredith Tamayo, Student
Union director; and students Eric Morales, Amy Villarreal and Guadalupe
Wilkinson.
DAMARIS GLORIA/COLLEGIAN
Ray Martinez (left), coordinator for the Upward Bound Math and Science
program, looks over the array of sweet bread offered during the Pan con
el Profe event at the Endowment Courtyard last Tuesday. In the fore-
ground is Rosario Mendoza, a member of ASPIRE.
JOSIE CHAVEZ/COLLEGIAN
Music major Cristina Anna Delellis (second from right), sings UTB/TSC's alma
mater "Hail the Mighty Scorpion" during the dedication of the Student Union last
Wednesday. The dedication took place in the ballroom of the new building.
DAMARIS GLORIA/COLLEGIAN
UTB/TSC volleyball coach Skippy Brown introduces members of his team as the Scorpion
Spirit Team looks on at the Aug. 26 pep rally.
DAMARIS GLORIA/COLLEGIAN
Aaron Fairhurst of Recycled Percussion plays some heavy metal.
kind of Student Union UTB/TSC should have.  They had a vision to create a Student Union that, by far,
could not compare with any other.
"I was asked to speak at winter commencement and a couple of things that I talked about was leaving foot-
prints," Rivas said.  "I think that the students and I indeed have created memories and footprints.  We went
on a journey to dream." 
The $9 million hacienda-style building was designed by the San Antonio architectural firm of Kell Muñoz
Wigodsky. Among the features of the two-story, 45,756-square-foot facility are a billiards room, ballroom,
food court with three concessions and several Student Affairs offices and meeting rooms.
After the dedication, many toured the Student Union and ate at its food court, El Comedor.
"It's going very well," said Marysol Longoria, a freshman education major and an 
employee of The Great Steak and Potato Co.  "We've gotten a lot of people and it's been only a couple of
days.  I think as word gets around [business] will increase."
In welcoming students back to campus, the new Student Union played host to many activities. 
The Recycled Percussion band performed Monday on the Student Union's lawn.  Passers-by were able to
kick off their shoes, relax and cool off with a raspa from Mr G's Sno Wiz.  The Scorpion Spirit Team con-
ducted a pep rally for the university's volleyball, baseball and golf teams.
On Tuesday, students and professors interacted during Pan con el Profe.  Participants were treated to
sweet bread, coffee, orange juice and aguas frescas (soft drinks).  
More activities were scheduled, including the Friday night Carnaval, which closed out the weeklong fes-
tivities.
"I think it's a very exciting place to be at," said Robert Esparza, sophomore computer science major.
"[The] Student Union is a lot better and it gives us the ability to study outside, inside or just go watch TV.
It creates a very home-away-from-home [feeling] that's very peaceful … nobody [can] actually come and
disrupt you from your studies."
For staff and club organizations who moved into their new offices during the second summer session,
Welcome Week brought the finishing touch to the new Student Union.  Its veranda and offices are now filled
with the noise and shuffle of students enjoying the many amenities available to them.
A word of advice for future dreamers, "You just have to look out and see what needs to be done," said
Mauro Ruiz Trevino, a member of the Dream Team.  "Be brave.  The administration is always there to help
and promote whatever students are trying to create within the university."
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OK, so I'll finally admit it. It's been a
while since I've made any serious predic-
tions for The Collegian. After all, this is
the same guy that picked the Dallas
Mavericks to win it all in the NBA last
season. My reasoning: It would've been
too easy to pick the Lakers. I just wanted
to be different. Yeah, that's it--I just
wanted to be different. But now I realize
that I'm doing a disservice to all our read-
ers out there and I'll try to make these
NFL predictions as accurate as possible.
Riiiight.
AFC East: Whoa, these new align-
ments are going to take some time to get
used to. Of course we've got the defend-
ing world champs, the New England
Patriots. However, the departure of Terry
Glenn takes away a huge part of the Pats'
offense. They'll still make the playoffs,
but don't count on them to repeat. I think
the Miami Dolphins' acquisition of Ricky
Williams could give them the running
game they've been desperate for since the
Marino era and their vaunted defense, led
by Zach Thomas, is as good as it gets.
They'll win the division.
AFC North: I wouldn't exactly be
going out on a limb by saying the
Baltimore Ravens and Pittsburgh
Steelers will vie for the division title. I'm
going to give the advantage to the
Steelers. Not only do they have a phe-
nomenal defense but a well-balanced
offense. Not many teams can boast a
back like Jerome Bettis and a wide
receiver corps like Plaxico Burress and
Hines Ward. How far they go in the play-
offs, however, will depend upon Kordell
Stewart.
AFC South: Such a tough division to
call. Tennessee, Indianapolis and
Jacksonville all have an excellent chance
to earn the division crown. Houston, in
its first year, will do well but not well
enough to contend. Eddie George had
one of the worst seasons of his career but
I expect him to bounce back to full form.
In the end, I think the Titans will take it.
AFC West: The team that stands out to
me is Oakland. Rich Gannon has resur-
rected his career in the Silver and Black
and the wide receiver combo of Tim
Brown and Jerry Rice might be the best
in football. I expect them to roll over the
opposition and find themselves back in
the thick of things in the playoffs.
NFC East: Steve Spurrier and the
Washington Redskins have been domi-
nating in the preseason. That may not
mean much once the season gets started
but it is certainly building their confi-
dence. Donovan McNabb's Eagles will
get a playoff spot but I predict that
Washington will be running up the score
all season. They win the division. Dallas
will be much improved from last year but
they won't be in the playoffs. That
Quincy Carter kid doesn't impress me
much, either.
NFC North: Green Bay lost two good
receivers in Antonio Freeman and Bill
Schroeder but Terry Glenn should help
pick up the slack. Brett Favre continues
to make his claim as one of the best QBs
ever. While the Chicago Bears will be at
their heels all year long, I think the Pack
will triumph in the end.
NFC South: Well, there's not much to
look at here. New Orleans could make a
run but I think Tampa Bay's the team to
beat in this division. I think John Gruden
will provide the Bucs with the type of
toughness they've been lacking in recent
years. Meanwhile, Atlanta and Carolina
will duke it out for the title of worst team
in the league.
NFC West: The St. Louis Rams made
another appearance in the Super Bowl
and I think they'll continue to be the
Greatest Show on Earth. I expect them to
win the division with ease yet again, but
watch out for the San Francisco 49ers.
The Niners have a good young team
that's talented on both sides of the ball.
Jeff Garcia continues San Fran's line of
excellent quarterbacks so you can expect
another huge season from him. And
Garrison Hearst continues to be one of
the best stories in football.
Super Bowl pick: San Francisco 49ers
vs. Pittsbugh Steelers. This game will
start off with the Steelers dominating the
Niners defensively. But look for a fourth-
quarter 49er comeback a la Joe Montana.
Jeff Garcia tosses a touchdown pass to
Terrell Owens in the closing seconds to
clinch their sixth world championship.
Are you ready for some football? I
know I am. The football season is set to
start with a special season opener to be
played Thursday Sept. 5 by the San
Francisco 49ers taking the field against
the New York Giants.
With a few days until the season begins
now is the time that all the experts tell you
their picks. Well we're no experts but we
are all you’ve got.
Now the NFL did some reshuffling with
the introduction of football back into
Houston. Also, Seattle now plays in the
NFC West. It's weird, I know. Let's start
with the AFC.
AFC West: The West has four potential
good teams. Last year the Chargers and
the Broncos had poor seasons but I believe
they might be able to turn it around.
Denver has the firepower and you can't
count out the miracle man Flutie in San
Diego, unless he is benched for Drew
Brees. Oakland was last year's division
champ and was one game away from the
Super Bowl but it wasn't meant to be and
neither is it this year, for they don't look
impressive without coach Jon Gruden.
Kansas City is my surprise team to win the
west. Call me crazy, just not to my face.
AFC South: For those of you thinking
this new division is something based out
of the Valley, boy are you wrong. The
South also has good teams with the likes
of Indianapolis, Jacksonville and
Tennessee. The Jaguars still have QB
Mark Brunell directing their offense but
he lost wide receiver Keenan McCardell,
and Jimmy Johnson is a holdout.
Tennessee should be strong with the
healthy return of running back Eddie
George, but I believe the division is going
to the Indianapolis Colts. They have quar-
terback Peyton Manning, running back
Edgerrin James and wide receiver Marvin
Harrison.  But their biggest acquisition of
the year was head coach Tony Dungy. He
should have that soft Colt defense knock-
ing people around pretty soon.
AFC North: Last year the Pittsburgh
Steelers won the AFC Central and now I
see them winning the AFC North. The lack
of competition makes them the downright
favorite. One of the strong teams in that
group were the Baltimore Ravens but
since they sold off their talent faster than
Martha Stewart could dump her shares I
doubt they have a serious chance. 
AFC East: The East is hard to pick a
team as well. So, I am not going to analyze
it and just say the Miami Dolphins will
take this division but it will be a good
race. The addition of running back Ricky
Williams not only adds weirdness to the
team but it gives them a good 1000-yard
rusher for the first time since Larry
Csonka. 
NFC West: The West gets Arizona and
Seattle, which automatically means the
division is up for grabs by the San
Francisco 49ers and the St. Louis Rams. I
don't like the Rams but they're going to
win this division and that's all I have to
say about that.
NFC South: In the South, the two teams
that will fight it out are the New Orleans
Saints and the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. I
will go on record and say that this will be
a tie. New Orleans has a ferocious defense
and so do the Bucs. The Bucs have a new
coach in Jon Gruden and he hopes his
mean faces can inspire the offense to
work.
NFC North: The new North is interest-
ing because I believe either the Packers or
the Bears can win it. Minnesota is not
even on my list of contenders since they
parted ways with receiver Cris Carter.
Now Moss is alone because I don't think
Jake Reed can intimidate a defense the
way Carter could. I have to say the Bears
will win because they gelled together last
year. Can't give him that satisfaction.
Look for Terry Glenn and Brett Favre to
have great years.
NFC East: Although lots of you traitors
out there don't really believe the Cowboys
will make much noise, I believe they have
a shot at the playoffs. They added defen-
sive tackle La'Roi Glover, a sack machine,
and other key acquisitions. They will be
better than the 5-11 record they were last
year. If the Cowboys happen to not win the
division, then it might just go to the
Washington Redskins under rookie coach
Steve Spurrier. His college antics are
already angering coaches in the NFL;
Steve Mariucci accused him of running up
the score. 
Super Bowl picks: I see Dallas beating
Miami with Darren Woodson running in a
loose ball ala Leon Lett with Ricky
Williams trying to bite his leg. Cowboys
win 24-16. Ah, to dream is to be happy.
Let's play some football.
2002 NFL Season?
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Student makes it as Rockets Power Dancer
Houston Rockets center Yao Ming grabs a
rebound off the miss. He quickly passes it to
Glen Rice, who drives deep into the oppo-
nent's defense. With time running out in the
half he passes it to Steve Francis, who drains
the three as the buzzer sounds. As the players
rush to the locker rooms, the Rocket Power
Dancers strut onto the court to entertain the
crowd. 
Among the dancers is Daisy Garcia, a 23-
year-old senior kinesiology major who stud-
ied at UTB/TSC until last May and now is a
member of one of the NBA's most elite dance
groups. Garcia said dancing is her first love.
"This is what I love to do and it's what I'm
going to pursue," she said.
Garcia began dancing at age 8 at the
Cassidy Dance Center in Brownsville. She
trained in ballet and jazz until she was 16. She
graduated from Pace High School and contin-
ued dance training for six months in
Matamoros under Sylvia Ramirez. 
Since then Garcia has taught ballet and jazz
at the Ballerina School of Dance in
Brownsville, worked at the UTB/TSC Testing
Office and was director for the St. Joseph
Academy dance team in Fall 2000. The last
two years she worked with Marching
Auxiliary, a dance company from Plano that
conducts dance camps at colleges, high
schools, junior highs and elementary schools
across the nation.
It was through the company that she found
out about tryouts for the Houston Rockets
Power Dancers.
Garcia attended the audition, which took
place in Houston in late July. More than 150
dancers showed up on July 20, the first of
three audition dates. Only 25 dancers sur-
vived the three cuts of day one. The 25
women then competed with the veteran
dancers coming back for the final five spots
on the team (usually the team is composed of
13 veterans and five rookies). On July 23,
Garcia was interviewed and on July 26 she
had the final audition. It was five days before
Garcia knew the result of her audition. During
that time, she could not rely on her family for
support because she had not told them about
the audition.
"I didn't tell anybody in my family," Garcia
said. "I kept it a secret. No one knew. I figured
why get them all worried and upset if I didn't
make it." 
Garcia did make it and now she had the
daunting task of telling her father, former
UTB/TSC Enrollment Director Ernesto
Garcia, she was a Houston Rocket Power
Dancer. Her biggest fear was what her father
might think of her putting school on hold.
"School is a big, big thing for my family
and it is for me, too, so I was trying to weigh
out the pros and cons of how I was going to
do it," she said.
Garcia finally told her dad--kind of.
"Well, I kind of tried out for the Houston
Rockets, and I kind of made it, so I'm kind of
moving," is what Garcia said her exact words
were to her dad.
Garcia will perform at 41 season games
(only home games) from October to April,
with her first game being on Nov. 2 when the
Rockets play the Toronto Raptors.
When the season ends, she plans to return
to UTB/TSC and graduate.
She hopes her stint as a Power Dancer is a
stepping-stone for her ultimate goal of
becoming a choreographer.
"My dream is to do choreography for music
videos, commercials, movies, or any big
shows like the Grammys, Emmys or the MTV
awards," she said. "I want to go and audition
until I turn blue in the face and say, 'OK, if 50
doors slam in my face maybe the 51st [will
open].'"
Garcia believes that anyone can accom-
plish what they want if they work hard
enough for it and never quit.
"Never give up on your dreams even if the
rest of the world is not supportive and you're
going out there by yourself," she said. "If you
have enough drive for it then that's all that
matters, as long as you believe in yourself.
You don't want to look back a couple of years
later and wonder 'what if?' I think that would









Began playing volleyball: In seventh
grade
Awards/ Honors: MVP as a junior in
high school, First Team and All-Area
Team. Also played in All-Star Game in La
Feria.
What do you like about volleyball? "I
like the intensity of the front, on the net. I
like being a middle blocker. I think that's
where the action usually happens."
W h a t
are your








What are your team goals? "Definitely
win more games. I want us to win more
games than last year."
What are your future plans? "[To]
become a veterinarian. That was my life
goal since I was a [kid]."
-- Alejandro Rivera (AR2)
Athlete of the Week
Welcome back, loyal Collegian readers
and those of you upon which this paper
was forced. 
Some faithful readers may ask, "Where
is the Meister?" Well, Trey Mendez has
moved to Longhorn country. The Rookie
is here to bring you his take on the week-
ly happenings in the world of sports and,
hopefully, a chuckle. 
One thing the Meister and the Rookie
have in common is the love for the game-
-baseball. By the time you read this I will
be a bitter fan, along with millions around
the world, or I will say, "Whew, That was
a close one! Let's play ball, boys!"
With the NFL season starting this
Thursday, one can't help getting excited.
Things are pretty calm right now but I am
ready for the 16-week rush that ensues
after the season opener. Something really
baffled me as I wrote this column. Ex-
Falcon running back Jamal Anderson
turned down a contract from the Super
Bowl champion New England Patriots
because, he says, he wasn't ready to come
back from his surgically repaired left
knee. This is only strange because it
comes at a time when players care more
for the money than the sport. I say take it
and hobble, Jamal.
Houston Texans played their stadium
opener against the Miami Dolphins on
Aug. 24. I was stuck in the traffic jam out-
side Reliant Stadium before the game
started. Houston traffic is bad enough by
itself, but add 69,432 screaming fans who
are pumped to see a game and you will
know what a migraine is. Luckily, I got
out of there alive and so did the Texans
after the 24-3 beating the Dolphins gave
them.
Something interesting in the world of
tennis is Pete Sampras and Andre Agassi
becoming investors in The Tennis
Channel, a proposed 24-hour network.
Good idea, but I think the only way this
channel will work is if they put Anna
Kournikova on for 23 hours straight. She's
really not busy playing tennis, anyway.
This could be the beginning of a beautiful
friendship.
On a very strange note, published
reports say some Florida fishermen fished
out a human head from the Atlantic. They
put the head in a bag, which they placed in
a bucket and kept on fishing. "We didn't
want to come in right away, so we just put
in a bag in a bucket. It'd had been out there
awhile. What's a couple of hours?" one of
the men was quoted as saying on
ESPN.com. Ah, the things men will do for
the love of a sport.
You can thank former Collegian staffer
Alma Rocha for changing the name of this
column from The Scorecard to the
Rookie's Corner. The Meister's Scorecard
is no longer here but its spirit lives on. So,
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Un número de estudiantes y profesores
de UTB/TSC podrían estar tomando una
parte integral para cambiar la manera en
que algunas clases son instruidas. 
El 23 de agosto, los profesores de
Ciencias Sociales Manuel Medrano y
Norman Binder, en conjunto con 8 estu-
diantes, asistieron a una audiencia en
Austin frente a la Mesa Directiva de
Educación del Estado de Texas sobre la
adopción de ciertos libros de texto.
Los estudiantes presentaron sus
averiguaciones acerca de que los libros
de texto no representaban justamente a
las minorías y el papel que desarrollaron
en el transcurso de la historia. 
La mesa  está revisando los libros de la
Historia de Texas e Historia de los
Estados Unidos, a la vez los de Gobierno
y Sociología de los niveles de jardín de
niños al último año de preparatoria.
Emily R. Vasquez, quien se recibió del
Colegio de San Leo en Florida con una
Licenciatura en administración de recur-
sos humanos y que ahora busca una car-
rera en historia en UTB/TSC, testificó en
la audiencia sobre ciertas omisiones e
inexactitudes.
"Aunque los libros dan recursos, les
falta información sobre Hispanos,
Mexicano-Americanos, y específica-
mente mujeres que han hecho una difer-
encia en la historia de Texas", dijo
Vásquez. "La gobernadora Ann Richards
solo recibe una pequeña mención, al
igual que Miriam "Ma" Ferguson, la
primera gobernadora de Texas. Aquí en
[el Distrito Escolar de Brownsville], el
97 por ciento de los estudiantes son
Hispanos y todavía no reciben informa-
ción sobre líderes Hispanos que han
hecho una diferencia significante.
[Reconocido autor, poeta, músico y
activista] Américo Paredes solo recibió
un renglón y ni siquiera dieron significa-
do a quién fue.  
Medrano le dijo a la mesa que había
errores cronológicos y de datos de
población sobre las minorías. También
agregó, carecían de cierto cubrimiento
en algunas áreas de la historia. 
"Un libro decía que los Aztecas y los
Mayas eran ilustres, más no decían por
que o que los hacía ilustres", él dijo.
Medrano dijo que los libros decían
poco o nada sobre los Hispanos o sobre
mujeres en libros referentes al
Movimiento de los Derechos Civiles.
Es la segunda vez que un comité de
Brownsville participa en dicha audien-
cia. Medrano, 33 estudiantes y sus famil-
ias asistieron a la primera conferencia el
17 de julio.
Medrano recibió una invitación de la
Secretaria del Consejo de Educación del
Estado de Texas, Mary Helen Berlanga
para asistir a sus audiencias.
El profesor dijo que la audiencia fue
avanzando desde un panel de discusión
en UTB/TSC a principios de año, pro-
puesto por Berlanga, a causa de la falta
de inclusión de las minorías en los libros
de texto tradicionales universitarios.
"Mary Helen Berlanga nos preguntó si
alguno de nosotros estaba interesado en
ir a algunas sesiones que tomarían lugar
en Austin", dijo Medrano. "La respuesta
fue inmediata y la gente trabajo ardua-
mente para la junta."
Medrano dice que hizo un llamado a
los estudiantes preguntando quien quería
ir.
"Ellos decidieron que esta cuestión era
lo suficientemente importante para
dedicar su trabajo, esfuerzo y
conocimiento", él dijo.
Medrano dijo que aprendió mucho de
sus estudiantes y esta muy orgulloso de
sus testimonios.
"Aprendí de que si se pone la marca
suficientemente alta, [los estudiantes] no
solo la superarán, sino que también la
exentarán", dijo Medrano. "Su testimo-
nio, su preparación, su dedicación y su
presentación en dichos eventos y el
hecho de que fueron entrevistados por el
periódico Houston Chronicle, la Prensa
Asociada, y el programa de radio de la
BBC de Londres es evidencia de que no
solo yo creo pero que en sí el país, y
parte del mundo entero apoyó mi creen-
cia en ellos. Debo añadir que nuestros
estudiantes lo hicieron tan bien o mejor
que cualquiera de nuestros profesores
que se presentaron en el evento,
incluyéndome a mí y a los profesores de
UT-Austin".
La estudiante de último año de gobier-
no, Lupita Ramírez, dijo que los proced-
imientos cambiaron su vida.
"Fue una experiencia que cambió mí
vida, yo nunca me había sentido tan
segura antes, pero después de haber ido y
testificado eso me hizo segura de lo que
yo hago", ella dijo.
Vásquez dijo que ella había aprendido
sobre la adopción de libros de texto.
"Yo siempre he estado interesada en
los procedimientos . . .  de cómo eligen
un libro de texto", ella dijo.
Claudia Gómez, estudiante de segundo
año de educación bilingüe, dijo que la
audiencia le dio la fuerza para decidir
participar en el evento.
"Al principio era muy dramático ... era
nuestra primera audiencia", dijo Gómez,
que era la primera vez que ella tomaba
parte de una audiencia. "Definitivamente
yo tenía que hablar en la segunda audi-
encia para poder dar mí punto de vista y
que no se quedará en el aire".
Medrano va a regresar a Austin en
compañía de varios profesores para
hablar en las siguientes audiencias del 11
de septiembre y 11 de noviembre, antes
de que el consejo se reúna para su
decisión final.
"La aventura aún no termina", dijo
Medrano "Un grupo de profesores de
Brownsville y de UT-Austin va a ir de
nuevo, pero esta vez va a ser frente a un
grupo de supuestos expertos para revisar
los libros. Esta vez se me pidió llevar a
historiadores o a consultantes sociológi-
cos de la literatura ... personas como
Rolando Hinojosa Smith, el artista
Tejano más famoso en el país y el autor
Hispano más prolífico en la historia de
los Estados Unidos; José Ángel
Gutiérrez, el activista de los años 60 que
cambió la manera de cómo vemos la par-
ticipación en escuelas, nuestra partici-
pación política y la manera en que nos
vemos; José Limón, el director de estu-
dios de los México-Americanos en UT-
Austin; Emilio Zamora, el líder histori-
ador México-Americano en el país, Dr.
Norman Binder y el Profesor Asistente
de Justicia Penal, Deon Brock.
Profs. y estudiantes testifican en audiencia de libros
Por Ildefonso Ortiz
Editor de Tiempo Nuevo
FOTO CORTESIA
De izquierda, Emily Vásquez, licenciada en administración de recursos humanos y
ahora busca una licenciatura en historia, y Claudia Gómez, estudiante de segundo año
de educación bilingüe, descansan después de testificar ante la Mesa Directiva de
Educación de Texas durante la segunda audiencia del proceso de adopción para libros
de texto la cual se llevó a cabo el 23 de agosto en Austin. 
¡Hmmmm, que rico!
LESLIE ROBINSON/COLLEGIAN
Giselle Villegas, estudiante de segundo año de educación bilingüe, recibe su
comida del restaurante Great Steak & Potato Co. el pasado miércoles en la
cafetería del Centro Estudiantil. 
PAGE 12  •September 2, 2002 The CollegianArts & Entertainment
Couple fears divorce
may be hereditary
Dear Dr. Mark: My boyfriend
and I are graduate students and have
recently become engaged. We're
both afraid of divorce since both of
our parents are divorced and don't
get along. We are worried that we'll
end up the same way. Is divorce
hereditary?
AFRAID OF DIVORCE AT UNI-
VERSITY OF ARIZONA
Dear Afraid: Divorce is not
hereditary, but it sure seems to run in
families, doesn't it?  What you're
really up against is that you both
have very little confidence in your
ability to make it through all the
rough spots of marriage without end-
ing up divorced like your parents. 
One of the ways to increase your
chances of staying married is to have
a way to not just cope or even solve
conflicts between the two of you, but
to completely resolve them. Solving
a conflict gets you through it and
past it. Resolving a conflict does
more. It not only solves the problem
but repairs the tear in your heart that
the conflict caused. When you
resolve something, there is no nega-
tivity left over. 
To do this, whenever you get into
an argument, start talking from the
anger, but then keep talking until
you are speaking from the hurt
inside. If you can keep talking from
your feelings, you will find that
anger and hostility leave and reveal
hurt underneath. The hurt is usually
about such things as: "I never
thought you would hurt me when I
was down," or "You have no idea
how much it hurts to go from
respecting, admiring and trusting
you to feeling disappointed and even
afraid of you." 
One suggestion I give couples
before they get married (or even
engaged) is to have at least three
knock-down, drag-out arguments
that you completely resolve to
increase your confidence that you'll
be able to make it through hard
times. Some other weekly tips that
might help include: 
Tell your fiance you are sorry
about something you did or forgot to
do that hurt him.
Thank him for something he did
that you appreciated.
Do something that makes his life




By Dr. Mark Goulston
Knight Ridder/Tribune
Information Services 
Relationships 101
